
 

 

 

 

(April 19th, 1938 - November 28, 1985)

 

Master Britt 

By Jesse Elliott: 3
rd

 Dan 

 

I enjoyed going through the resources Sabom Medeiros passed on to us for 

Grandmaster Lee’s 80th birthday. It’s amazing to me that Grandmaster Lee could still be alive 

today -- 80 years isn’t really that old. But it seems like another age looking back at his life. 

There are so many stories about him and his training. It seems difficult to imagine training 

under him and yet, because of all the stories, I can almost picture it myself. 

The stories about Master Britt have always fascinated me. Master Britt was 

Grandmaster Lee’s youngest student, he was 12 years old when he started training. I was 10 

years old when I started my martial arts training. I have many vivid memories from those early 

years, but I certainly wasn’t training under Grandmaster Lee. Master Britt was incredibly 

dedicated and very close to Grandmaster Lee. He was even with Grandmaster Lee in his dying 

days and was one of the last people to speak with him. On his deathbed, the day before he 

died, Grandmaster Lee promoted Master Britt to 5th degree, the highest rank Grandmaster Lee 

had ever awarded. It is inspiring to think of the dedication Master Britt had to the art and to his 

Master. 



 

 

 

 

When I read further about how Master Britt fell on hard times and was unable to teach or train 

for almost 8 years I was shocked. I had no idea he had been away from Martial Arts at all. I 

had heard the stories of his early training, and I knew he was still teaching recently, but I had 

not heard of his unfortunate time away. I had a similar lapse in my training, though for 

different reasons. I took about 15 years off of training and often look back wishing I hadn’t. 

But at the same time those years make me appreciate my training now even more. Never take 

for granted the opportunity you have to train. 

Take advantage of it and put your whole being into it. 

 

Tang Soo Do History 

By Jose Carranza (Age 11): 3rd Gup 

Tang Soo Do has a real interesting history.  Tang Soo Do all began around 2000 years 

ago.  Tang Soo Do is a kicking, punching, and blocking way which is all used in a flowing 

manner. This contributes to using it in a soft way.  This all originated in Korea by the founder, 

Grand Master Hwang Kee.  He began teaching his art by the name of Hwa Soo Do.  This all 

consist of many martial arts. 

Master Lee has a lot to do with why Tang Soo Do came to America.  He first came to in 

1962 to San Diego, California.  He was the first to bring Tang Soo Do to America.  Master Lee 

was the founder of Tangsoology.  He soon made changes. Instead of just black belt with a stripe, 

he had his students dye their tops blue.  Master Lee was a very strict teacher but still cared for his 

students.  This is some of the history of Tang Soo Do. 

 



 

 

 

 

History 

By Angelica Price: 6
th

 Gup 

 Tang Soo Do (Soo Bahk Do) was founded in 1947 by Great Grandmaster Hwang Kee.  

The Grandmaster began his martial arts journey as a young child in Korea during a time of great 

conflict – the Japanese occupation of Korea.  At that time the only martial arts that were allowed 

in Korea were Kendo and Judo.  Because of this, he studied and trained on his own for 15 years.  

He then met a Chinese master who he trained under for a short amount of time.  Shortly after he 

trained, he found a library with many books on martial arts.  From there he studied various arts, 

namely Okinawan Karate which heavily influenced Tang Soo Do Moo Duk Kwan (namely 

Pyung Ahn forms, Bassai, and Kong Sang Kun).  At the end of the Japanese occupation, the 

Grandmaster was free to practice his art in the open. He originally named it Hwa Soo Do under 

the school name of Moo Duk Kwan (Martial Virtue School).  Unfortunately, his school did not 

gain traction until he combined his art with Tang Soo Do, a more popular martial art, and tied in 

influences from Okinawan Karate in 1947.  

 One of the Great Grandmaster’s students – Master Jong H. Lee, brought Tang Soo Do to 

the United States in 1962.  He knew very little English, but persevered and earned a Bachelor’s 

degree from San Diego State University.  In 1975 he coined the term Tangsoology.  Grandmaster 

Lee intended the term Tangsoology to “illustrate the Eastern and Western influences in the new, 

yet old discipline.”  The idea behind Tangsoology is to develop the person as a whole – 

physically, mentally, and intellectually.  This is different from Tang Soo Do which is just 

physical training of the body. 



 

 

 

 

 Up until his untimely death in 1985, he taught many students the art of Tangsoology 

along while continuing to develop and refine himself.  In 1979, Sabom Nim Vernon Medeiros 

began to train at San Diego City College under Grandmaster Lee.  He was promoted to 1
st
 Dan in 

1987, and founded the Tang Soo Do Institute in Colorado Springs.  In 1998 Sabom Medeiros 

founded The Center for Tang Soo Do Studies.  During this same timeframe, Sabom Nim Jude 

Miller began training under Sabom Medeiros and earned his 1
st
 Dan in Tangsoology in 2001.  He 

was given the responsibility of our school in 2004 when Sabom Medeiros relocated to Maryland 

in 2004.  

Echoes And New Springs 

By Ben Artus: 4
th

 Gup 

 It’s amazing how a martial art can maintain a lineage, traceable (in our case) back over a 

millennium. What else has a history, lineage, and tradition that extensive? Looking all the way 

back to the Tang Dynasty, Way of the China Hand, you can see the foundations of our art today: 

blocks, strikes, kicks, take-downs. The body can only move so many ways, and those familiar 

patterns were being refined all the way back in the 7
th

 century AD, and probably beyond that into 

history unknown. 

 With each incarnation of the art, Taek Kyon and Hwa Soo Do, Tang Soo Do and Moo 

Duk Kwan, the art changes and takes on a new life. It reminds me of the pattern of Um-Yong. 

There is a contradiction of the art keeping true to its roots and influences, yet never remaining 

quite the same as the previous or subsequent form. This same pattern can be seen across 

individual generations of students and teachers, each performing the art slightly different from 

their master, passing it on true to what they learned, but never exactly the way they learned it. 



 

 

 

 

There is something bitter-sweet about knowing we are studying the same art as Master Lee, 

Master Shin, Master Hwang Kee, their contributions and legacy ever-present, yet we know that 

we will never see the art as they themselves performed it, with their own voice and character. 

Fortunately there is some video footage out there of the masters and senior students performing 

forms and other demonstrations, even if the recordings are just a taste of what some of the 

greatest offered in life. 

Tang Soo Do: A Brief History 

By Leo Manz-Jackson (Age 14): 7
th

 Gup 

Tang Soo Do translates to “way of the China/Tang hand”, referring to the Tang Dynasty, 

or Tang Empire of China. The Tang Dynasty was an imperial dynasty occupying a large part of 

China at the time. During Japan’s occupation of Korea all native martial arts were banned under 

a penalty of imprisonment. During the late 1930s Hwang Kee who had mastered the Korean arts 

of Subak, and Taekkyeon, attracted some unwanted attention from Japan’s secret police forcing 

him to leave on foot. After experiencing hardships as a railroad worker he found his way into 

China after climbing the wall while the guards were distracted. At the time it was difficult for 

any martial artist to find a master that would take students. Despite this, Hwang Kee met Master 

Yang and learned a Northern style of Kung Fu from him. Following the conclusion of World 

War II Hwang Kee returned to Korea.  

Grand master Jong Hyan Lee 

  Thirty-two years later Grand Master Jong Hyan Lee, who was born on April 19, 1938, 

brought Tang Soo Do Moo Duk Kwan to San Diego in 1962. He was one of the first Korean 

Tang masters to teach in the U.S. He was very active in promoting Tang Soo Do until his 



 

 

 

 

untimely death in 1985. He attended San Diego University and graduated with a Bachelor’s 

Degree to emphasize to his students the importance of education. He emphasized not only 

disciplined training, but also the many fine codes of conduct and mental principles. He punished 

those who did not follow them, in some cases leading to expulsion from the school, in other 

cases a less harsh suspension. He was an exceptional teacher who cared sincerely for his students 

and their well-being. He was very humble and shunned self-glorification. Following his death he 

was promoted to silver belt.  

Forms/Hyung 

 

Tang Soo Do is performed in dynamic motions. It includes take downs and evasive 

maneuvers combined with the arts of distinct motions seen in forms (hyung). Forms (Hyung) can 

vary depending upon the head/founder of the school’s federation of Tang Soo Do. Forms are a 

set of moves demonstrating either a defensive or aggressive action. 

Master Jong Hyan Lee (April 19th, 1938 - November 28, 1985) 

By Isaiah Bishop (Age 16): 1
st
 Gup 

Master Jong H. Lee was born in Seoul, Korea in the Anjoung village as a young rice 

farmer along with his parents. In 1951 he joined Moo Duk Kwan and became a student of Master 

Choi, his first instructor to martial arts.  He joined the marines after high school and joined the 

marines while still training in Tang Soo Do in 1955. Five years later in 1960 he left Korea to 

teach Tang Soo Do to the marines in the United States. Two years later he created his own 

school; teaching military and normal civilians. He would go back to Korea to propose and marry 

his wife Soyan and test for his dan ranks up to 7th dan (his last). Sadly, in 1985 on November 



 

 

 

 

28th, Master Jong Hyan Lee passed away from cancer. His Tangsoology still lives on and 

transforms all practitioners physically, mentally, intellectually, and emotionally.  

Master Lee created a concept after being in the Korean arts for 30+ years. This would be 

called Tangsoology. It is a philosophy with the purpose of enlightening people physically, 

mentally, and intellectually. He started to give students assignments like reports and what not so 

he could keep their intellect in check while keeping the intense Karate training. His Tangsoology 

made an impact to many branching schools who would keep his teachings. Schools like The 

Center For Aikido and Tang Soo Do Studies still practice Tangsoology entirely. It has created 

great opportunities to empower and enlighten people who are willing to challenge their minds 

and bodies to reach such heights. Master Lee’s Tangsoology will live on to keep all students who 

are willing to keep strong and always do their best and push beyond their limitations to pursue 

greatness physically, mentally, and intellectually.  

Tang Soo Do History 

By Madison Kelly (Age 16): 6
th

 Gup 

Review of the histories available for the many branches of Tang Soo Do currently being 

practiced clearly indicate that, at least in the US, Master Lee is the prime connector between all 

of them. Hwang Kee could certainly be the tie to Korea and was instrumental in Tang Soo Do 

developing in the US, but Master Lee was sent to establish it, and it’s from his original school 

that the current US ones (especially those on the West Coast) developed. Not all schools still 

acknowledge Master Lee’s importance, to be sure, but the signs of it are clear either way. Some 

of the current teachers have changed or altered pieces of his original teachings, but they are still 

recognizable as his, which is just one tie back to its development. As for original philosophies 



 

 

 

 

and similar teachings, it is hard to determine what schools have tried to faithfully maintain them, 

and which have not. It can be assumed that those that acknowledge Master Lee’s influence 

maintain his teachings, with only slight differences, if any have been needed, but things like that 

are certainly not set in stone.  

Traces back to Korea can be found in both Master Lee and Hwang Kee. The sister 

schools to Tang Soo Do evolved from Hwang Kee’s original teachings, as a basic connection. 

Obviously, the arts have all evolved in their own ways, outside of that. Tang Soo Do’s history is 

relatively short, when the obvious roots to even older arts is not included. The different accounts 

of its history, the disregarding of Master Lee specifically, makes it much murkier than it seems it 

should be, for its age, though. Hwang Kee is acknowledged in all accounts, seeming at first to be 

the thread back, which does assist with study of the art as a whole, but ignores the more 

important nuance of Master Lee, and his influence of all the present United States branches of 

Tang Soo Do.  

 

A Small History of Tang Soo Do 

By Kaitlynn Darrow: 3
rd

 Gup 

 

For our Tang Soo Do clinic on April 14, students were asked to write about the history 

of Tang Soo Do and the importance of recognizing our history not only as an art, but as 

students of that art. Tang Soo Do (Tang Soo Do Moo Duk Kwan) translated to the “Way of the 

China Hand” and was founded by Grand Master Hwang Kee in 1945. One of the original names 

for Tang Soo Do was Hwa Soo Do, but as Mr. Miller says, it was too Korean for the Koreans, 



 

 

 

 

so was later changed to Tang Soo Do and around the 60’s also referred to as Soo Bak Do. 

Grand Master Lee joined the ranks of Tang Soo Do Moo Dak Kwan under Master 

Choi in 1951. In 1962 he brought the art of Tang Soo Do to the US by opening the first 

school in San Diego, CA. After taking his knowledge and personal refinements he created 

Tangsoology in 1975. 

Tangsoology is the study of the Tang Soo Do Moo Duk Kwan, where students improve 

themselves both inward and outward. The students strive for a better way of life while 

improving their physical skills. Tangsoology is one the arts that The Center for Aikdo and 

Tang Soo Do Studies focuses on. 

Knowing the history of the art is important to me personally. I feel like it allows us to 

see how the art itself has changed and improved, and allows me to feel like I can do the same. 

Unfortunately there are schools out there that don’t acknowledge their full history, just 

parts of it. In some of those schools Grand Master Hwang Kee and Grand Master Lee have 

been written out like they were in my old school. I had not been taught the real history behind 

both their arts and ways of lifestyles. Both had gone through great things to be able to stay 

with their desired arts and beliefs. Its thanks to them I was able to find an art that strives to 

teach me to be stronger, not only in body, but in mind (and let's be honest, I’m extremely 

lacking in that). And knowing these facts puts things in perspective for me, shows me that I 

will make it through even when I think I can’t, and be able to improve myself as a 

Tangsoology woman. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A Brief History of Tank Soo Do 

By Frank Flores: 4
th

 Dan TaeKwonDo Kukkiwon 

The history of Tang Soo Do is as colorful and extensive as many other styles of the 

martial arts. Tang Soo Do means “China Hand Way” where the “Tang” refers to the Tung 

Dynasty.  

Goguryeo was founded in 37 BCE in northern Korea. The Silla Dynasty was founded in 

57 BCE in the southeast peninsula. The third kingdom, Baekje (sometimes written “Paekche”) 

was founded in 18 BCE. After a long series of wars, the Silla Dynasty united the three kingdoms 

in 668 CE. During this period, the primitive martial arts (including an art known as Subak) were 

very popular as a method of self-defense in warfare. Among the three kingdoms, the Silla 

Dynasty was most famous for its development of martial arts. A corps composed of a group of 

young aristocrats who were called “Hwarang” was the major force behind the development of 

the art. These warriors were instrumental in unifying the Korean peninsula under the new Silla 

Dynasty (668 – 935 CE). Many of the early leaders of that dynasty were originally members of 

the Hwarang. Most Korean martial arts trace their spiritual and technical heritage to this group 

The history of the Moo Duk Kwan (from which most Tank Soo Do styl;ists trace their 

lineage) can be traced to a single founder: Hwang Kee (1914 – 2002). Hwang Kee learned 

Chinese martial arts while in Manchuria. He was also influenced by the Korean arta of 

Taekkyeon and Subak. Hwang Kee learned much of the Moo Duk Kwan curriculum from a text 

on Okinawan Karate. Hwang Kee developed these techniques into formal exercises that are now 

a part of the martial art of Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan and many, but not all styles of Korean 

Tang Soo Do. 



 

 

 

 

Lee Won Kuk (1907 – 2003) is credited as being one of the first instructors of Tang Soo 

Do in Korea. In early 1944 Lee Won Kuk had an established school in korea during the Japanese 

occupation of Korea. This school was called the Chung Do Kwan, or “Blue Wave School”. 

According to Lee Won Kuk, this was chosen to reflect its connection to the Shotokan. Or “Pine 

Wave School”.  

Grandmaster Hwang Kee opened his first school, Moo Duk Kwan, on November 9, 1945. 

He originally called his style Hwa Soo Do which was later changed to Tang Soo Do. Today his 

association is called Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan. 

During the Japanese occupation, students were forced to train in secret.  Hwang Kee left 

Korea at this time and ventured into Manchuria. There he came into contact with the Chinese 

Tung System.  Hwang Kee eventually incorporated the flowing and graceful motions of the Tung 

system with the linear, strong movements of Karate Do and the diverse kicking of taekkyeon. 

This blend resulted into what is currently known as Soo Bahk Do. 

Around the time of the liberation of Korea in 1945, five martial arts schools called the 

Kwans were formed by men who were primarily trained in some form of karate, but also had 

exposure to taekkyeon and kungfu. The five prominent Kwans (and respective founders) were: 

Chung Do Kwan (Lee Won Kuk), Jidokwan (Chun Sang Sup), Chang Moo Kwan (Lee Nam Suk 

and Kim Soon Bae), Moo Duk Kwan (Hwang Kee), and Song Moo Kwan (Ro Byung Jik). These 

schools taught what most Americans know as “Korean Karate.” However, there were some 

philosophical differences in technique application and more of an emphasis on kicking in the 

Tang Soo Do Jido/Chung Do/Chang Moo/Moo Duk/Song Moo Kwan systems. 



 

 

 

 

Around 1953, shortly after the Korean War, four more annex Kwans formed. These 2nd 

generation kwans and their principle founders were: Oh Do Kwan (Choi Hong Hi and Nam Tae 

Hi), Han Moo Kwan (Lee Kyo Yoon), Kang Duk Won (Park Chul Hee and Hong Jong Pyo) and 

Jung Do Kwan (Lee Young Woo). In 1955, these arts, at that time called various names by the 

different schools, were ordered to unify by South Korea’s President Syngman Rhee.  A 

governmental body selected a naming committee’s submission of “Taekwondo” as the name. 

Both Sun Duk Song and Choi Hong Hi claim to have submitted the name. 

In 1959, the Korea Taekwondo Association (KTA) was formed in an attempt to unify the 

dozens of the kwans as one standardized system of Taekwondo. The first international tour of 

Taekwondo, by General Choi Hong Hi and Nam Tae Hi (founders of the Oh Do Kwan) and 19 

black belts, was held in 1959. In 1960, Jhoon Rhee was teaching what he called Korean Karate 

(or Tang Soo Do) in Texas, USA. After receiving the ROK Army Field Manual (which 

contained martial arts training curriculum under the new name of Taekwondo) from General 

Choi, Rhee began using the name Taekwondo. There are still a multitude of contemporary 

Taekwondo schools in the United States that teach what is known as “Taekwondo Moo Duk 

Kwan”. This nomenclature reflects this government-ordered kwan merger. Modern Taekwondo 

schools with the Moo Duk Kwan lineage often practice the early Tang Soo Do curriculum, a 

curriculum that was more closely associated with Karate-Do Shotokan. 

Despite this unification effort, the kwans continued to teach their individual styles. For 

instance, Hwang Kee and a large constituent of the Moo Duk Kwan continued to develop a 

version Tang Soo Do that eventually became what is now known as “Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk 

Kwan”. This modified version of Tang Soo Do incorporates more fluid “soft” movements 

reminiscent of certain traditional Chinese martial arts and kicking techniques rooted in Korean 



 

 

 

 

taekkyeon. Other modern Tang Soo Do systems teach what is essentially Korean Karate in an 

early organized form. Some Tang Soo Do Associations and Federations, teach systems of Tang 

Soo Do that existed before the Taekwondo “merger” and before the development of modern Soo 

Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan. These versions of Tang Soo Do are heavily influenced by Korean 

culture and also appear related to Okinawan Karate as initially taught in Japan by Funakoshi 

Gichin. As mentioned above, the term “Tang Soo Do/Dangsudo” was initially a Korean 

pronunciation of “The Way of The Chinese Hand”. The term “Tang Soo Do” (mostly in the 

United States and Europe) has evolved to currently describe a form of Karate that is distinctly 

Korean, but is different than both Taekwondo and Soo Bahk Do. 

Grandmaster Jae Chul Shin is one of the most recognized names in Tang Soo Do today. 

He was born in Korea in 1936. At the age 12 he began his studies in Tang Soo Do under 

Grandmaster Hwang Kee. By the time he was a Cho Dan, he was already an assistant instructor 

at the central gym. Grandmaster Shin was recruited to the Korean Air Force in 1958 and while 

there began teaching American soldiers.  

Grandmaster Jae Chul Shin came to the U.S. in 1968 as a representative of the 

Korean Soo Bahk Do Association and formed the U.S. Tang Soo Do Association at Grandmaster 

Hwang Kee's request. That same year, Black Belt Magazine honored him by devoting a full 

chapter to him in the book, "20th Century Warriors," putting him in the company of the most 

legendary martial arts figures ever.  

In 1982, Grandmaster Shin founded what is now the largest Tang Soo Do organization in 

the world, the World Tang Soo Do Association. He is the author of five volumes in the 

http://www.wtsda.com/


 

 

 

 

"Traditional Tang So Do" series. Sadly, Grandmaster Shin passed away on Monday, July 9th, 

2012. As a side note, Grandmaster Shin was Chuck Norris' instructor in Korea. 

Grand Master Jong Hyan Lee first brought Tang Soo Do Moo Duk Kwan to San Diego in 

1962. He was one of the first Korean Tang Soo Do masters to teach in the United States, and was 

very active in promoting Tang Soo Do until his untimely death in 1985.  Grand Master Lee 

emphasized not only disciplined training, but the many fine codes of conduct and mental 

principles of Tang Soo Do, as well. Quite a few students (black belts included) were suspended 

or expelled for not following them. He was an exceptional teacher, however, who sincerely cared 

for his students and strove to instill in them positive life qualities. He was an extremely humble 

man, and frowned on students or anyone who began to follow the path of self-glorification. 

Speaking little English upon his arrival in the U.S., Grand Master Lee attended San 

Diego State University and eventually earned a Bachelor's degree, demonstrating to his students 

by example the importance of an education. (Thanks to Grand Master Lee's influence, Master 

Conniry went back to SDSU and earned his bachelor's degree.) 

Master Michael Conniry began formal training in Shorin Ryu (Okinawan karate) in June 

1964. He became a Tang Soo Do student of Grand Master Lee in August 1966; he was promoted 

to black belt (in Tang Soo Do we formally use midnight blue) in 1968, certified by the Dae Han 

Soo Bahk Do asssociation as Dan No. 11179. That same year he opened his first Tang Soo Do 

school in La Mesa, CA, under Grand Master Lee. 

In  l973, Master Conniry moved to his present location in Fletcher Hills, El Cajon, CA. 

He has also been an adjunct teacher at Grossmont College since 1975, teaching karate, T'ai Chi, 



 

 

 

 

and self-defense classes. He is currently a 7th Dan in Grand Master Clingan's Tang Soo Do 

association. 

As was previously stated, Tang Soo Do has a long and honorable history. Under the 

leadership and vision of the aforementioned masters and now current masters, Tang Soo Do 

continues to expand and flourish under numerous federations and organizations that, for various 

reasons, separated from the Moo Duk Kwan. It can be argued that Tang Soo Do is one of the 

most widely practiced martial arts in the United States, although no official census of martial arts 

practitioners exists. Due to political in-fighting and splintering, Tang Soo Do is not as unified as 

Tae Kwon Do. Though there is no large umbrella organization for Tang Soo Do practitioners, the 

Amateur Athletic Union Taekwondo recognizes Tang Soo Do ranks, permits Tang Soo Do 

hyeong in competition and also hosts non-Olympic style point-sparring to accommodate the 

various traditional Korean stylists. 


